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assured Langdon.1 As to Virginia, Hamilton wrote Madison to send news of "any decisive question . . . if favorable ... by an express . . . with pointed orders to make all possible diligence, by changing horses etc/'; assuring Madison, as King did Langdon, that "all expense shall be thankfully and liberally paid." 2
The Constitutionalists, great and small, in other States were watching Virginia's Convention through the glasses of an infinite apprehension. "I fear that overwhelming torrent, Patrick Henry," General Knox confided to King.3 Even before Massachusetts had ratified, one Jeremiah Hill thought that "the fate of this Constitution and the political Salvation of the united States depend cheifly on the part that Virginia and this State [Massachusetts] take in the Matter." 4 Hamilton's lieutenant, King, while in Boston helping the Constitutionalists there, wrote to Madison: "You can with difficulty conceive the real anxiety experienced in Massachusetts concerning your decision."5 "Our chance of success depends on you," was Hamilton's own despairing appeal to the then leader of the Southern Constitutionalists. "If you do well there is a gleam of hope; but certainly I think not otherwise."6 The
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